
F A L L  2 0 1 7  N E W S L E T T E R  &  A N N U A L  R E P O R T  

Gunn Memor ia l  L ib rary ,  Inc .   

31st Annual Design & Antiques Show 
 

The 2017 Washington Connecticut Design & Antiques Show 

will take place Columbus Day weekend, October 6-8, opening 

with the traditional Preview Night cocktail party on Friday from 

6:30-9:00pm. This is an opportunity for advance buying and 

browsing from an impressive presentation of exceptional 

antiques and contemporary collections. Come see and be seen 

amidst curated antiques and chic modern design classics – a 

fitting start to a long fall weekend in Litchfield County.   

 

The following evening, Saturday, October 7, a Tapas Party will 

be held from 5:00-7:30pm. A festive fête not to be missed! Join 

us for a casual and fun gathering with friends, tapas, cocktails, 

and hip Latin music. On view, an eclectic mix of chic modern 

design, classic antiques, as well as fine estate and vintage 

jewelry.  

 

The Design & Antiques Show is one of the primary annual 

fundraisers for Gunn Memorial Library, Inc., which depends 

largely on private contributions in addition to taxpayer dollars. 

The show is in its 31st year and its ongoing success has been 

attributed in great part to the event chairs’ ability to anticipate 

the needs of current buyers.   

 

Executive Director, Jean Chapin shares, “We are pleased to 

welcome Cornelia Guest as our Honorary Chair for this popular 

fall social event.  And as a thank you to the community for their 

ongoing support, we will once again extend free daily 

admission.” This year’s show features 18 dealers from the East 

Coast. Visitors will find unique furniture from antiques to mid-

century modern with works of art, exquisite jewelry, and 

decorative accessories for all tastes.  

 

Entrance to each party begins at $125 per person and can be 

purchased at gunnlibrary.org. Daily admission to the show is 

free this year.  For additional information,  please contact the 

Gunn Memorial Library at 860-868-7586 or email 

GunnDevelopment@biblio.org. 

Party & Show Times 
 

  Friday, October 6 6:30 - 9pm     Preview Party 

  Saturday, October 7 5 - 7:30pm       Tapas  Party 

  Saturday, October 7 10am - 5pm     Antiques Show 

  Sunday, October 8 10am - 4pm     Antiques Show 

Special thanks 

 to our  

Media Sponsors: 

 

 

Fall means the return of after school story hours for grades  

K-1 and 2-3 - plus a new program this year for grades 4-5! 

Join us for the 2017 

Design & Antiques 

Show.  Traditional 

Preview Party on 

Friday evening &  

a Tapas Party on 

Saturday, scheduled 

earlier to meet the 

needs of those who 

would like to attend 

and still enjoy other 

evening activities. 

 

Call for reservations! 

 

Free daily admission 

Saturday & Sunday. 

mailto:gunndevelopment@biblio.org


Children’s Library 
Weekday Story Time Programs 

After-school programs are cancelled if Reg. 12 Schools are closed or dismissed early. 
 

Two's Time: Fridays 10:30 - 11:15 

September 29 - November 17. A cheery program with stories, finger 

plays, flannel board activities, music, and crafts designed for active 

toddlers and their caregivers. 
 

3 & 4 Year-Olds - Book Buddies: Fridays 2:15 - 3:00 

September 29 - November 17 Preschoolers enjoy stories, music, 

games, and crafts based on a variety of themes. 
 

Kindergarten & 1st grade - Storycraft: Tuesdays 3:30 - 4:15 

September 26 - November 14. Students can enjoy stories, games, 

and crafts based on seasonal themes.  Snack provided. 
 

2nd & 3rd grade - Storycraft: Thursdays 3:30 - 4:15 

September 28 - November 16. A variety of  topics and activities 

will be presented by community guests. Snack provided. 

4th & 5th grade - Wii After School:  Thursdays 3:30 - 4:15 

September 28 - November 16. Join us for  little bit of homework, 

snacks, and a whole lot of friendly competition playing Wii games. 
 

Provide written permission to WPS to take Bus #9 to the Library. 
 

Fall & Winter Saturday Family Programs 
 

Oct. 7: Paper Flower Craft  1pm Make beautiful and simple paper 

flowers in varied designs to be used for cards or pretty pictures.  
 

Oct. 14: Movie Matinee 1pm Showing: Captain Underpants,  

Rated PG, 90 minutes.  Popcorn will be served. 
 

Oct. 21: Pumpkin Painting  Drop in between 10-2. An annual 

tradition - children paint and decorate their own plump, holiday 

pumpkin. Supplies provided.  PLEASE BRING YOUR OWN 

PUMPKIN. Dress for mess! 
 

Oct. 28: Annual Halloween Costume Party and Parade  1pm 
A festive party with crafts and games. Dress in a Halloween 

costume for a trick or treat parade through the Library. 
 

Nov. 4: Marble Run 1pm  Engineer your own Marble Run Game 

or play with a selection of ours.  Learn about motion. 
 

Nov. 11: S.T.E.M. Experiment Lab Drop in between 10-2. Try 

different science experiments using simple electricity, safe 

household chemicals,  and basic engineering.  Science is fun for 

ALL ages! 
 

Nov. 18: Fun with Magnets 1pm  Experiment with hands-on 

magnetism with activities like “Crazy Hair,” “Magnet Mover,” and 

a “Magnetic Scavenger Hunt” as well as a craft project. 
 

Nov. 25:  Debbie O’Carroll’s Magic Theatre Show  1pm 

Magician, Debbie O'Carroll, will present stage magic with lively 

theatre and lots of audience participation to entertain you and your 

Thanksgiving company.   
 

Dec. 2: Gingerbread Houses  Drop in between 10-2.  

Bring a bag of loose, unwrapped holiday candy to share and 

decorate your very own premade gingerbread house! Nut-free candy 

only please! 
 

Dec. 7, 8, 9: Annual Holiday Sale for Children Only     

Thursday - 3:30 to 5:30      Friday - 3 to 4:30     Saturday - 10 to 1 
Children can purchase gifts for family members complete with gift wrapping. 

 

Dec. 16: Holiday Craft  1pm Make something magical for your 

holiday celebration. 
 

** Special Holiday Program ** 

 

Thursday, Dec. 28: Pumpernickel Puppets 5pm Enjoy this 

imaginative and entertaining show about Sir George and the 

Dragon.  Perfect for your holiday guests – all ages welcome! 

Gunn Musicians  
Generously sponsored by the Leroy Anderson Foundation. 

Sunday, October 8, 2:00pm  

Composer & Pianist Sharon Ruchman and Cellist Mary Costanza, 
The  Washington musicians will perform a selection of duets for piano 

and cello of Ms. Ruchman’s original compositions. Sharon’s 

compositions have been described as having a unique, transcending 

quality. They are distinctive, contemporary style that includes a 

classical music orientation. Some pieces have a chamber music feel and 

others provide an upbeat, yet also soothing, quality. 
 

Sunday, November 19, 2:00pm  

An Afternoon of  19th Century Romantic Chamber Music  

Dr. Vincent de Luise (clarinet), Becky Nesmith (soprano) and Jenny Li 

(piano), will perform a classical chamber concert. The Romantic period 

was one of the most innovative in music history, characterized by 

lyrical melodies, rich harmonies, and emotive expression. The 

ensemble will perform music by illustrious romantic era composers of 

the 19th century, Johannes Brahm, Louis Spohr, and Franz Schubert . 
 

Thursday, January 4, 6:30pm 

Wykeham Consort Returns  With the lingering spirit of the season, this 

ensemble will delight with a performance featuring English & Spanish 

Renaissance music.  Members of the renowned consort are founder, 

Matilda Giampietro (soprano, voice, recorders, and percussion), Sarah 

Jane Chelminski (recorders), Erica Warnock (tenor and bass viols), 

Andy LaFreniere (guitar) and James Allen  (persussion).  
 

Gunn Lectures 
Thursday, October 5, 6:30pm 

Power of Positive Discipline  Carol Dores, co-founder and President of 

Positive Discipline of Connecticut presents Managing the Stress of 

Parenting Using Positive Discipline Tools. In this interactive session, 

participants will practice using Positive Discipline tools to help parents 

from an encouraging, strengths-based perspective.  They will explore 

how to manage feelings, and the importance of modeling self care for 

children. Appropriate for caregivers with children of all ages. 

Sponsored by Washington Montessori School  
 

Thursday, November 9, 6:30pm 

Renaissance & Baroque Painters of the Fair Sex  Art Historian 

Veronique Dulack, formerly of the Met, discusses what it took for 

Sofonisba Anguissola (1535 - 1625), Lavinia Fontana (1552 - 1612), 

and Artemisia Gentelischi (1593 - 1652) to become professional 

painters. Their life stories and artistic production echo the creative trials 

of female artists. Their accomplishments have made it possible for 

other generations to follow in their footsteps. Véronique will highlight 

the lasting impact of these legendary women. 
  

Gunn Languages 
Mondays, October 30, November 6, 13, 20, 2:00pm  

Conversational Spanish for All with Ruth Jaffe  Back by popular 

demand,  this is the ideal opportunity for those who wish to learn basic 

conversational Spanish, as well as for those who wish to strengthen 

their verbal skills in the language.  All levels of proficiency in Spanish 

are welcome.  Be prepared to conquer your linguistic reticence and take 

a leap into ESPAÑOL!  

Gunn Readers  
Mondays, October 2 & 16, 10:00am  

History of 19th Century American Literature in Short Stories  

Mark Scarbrough, a scholar on 19th Century American literature, leads 

sessions exploring literature, politics, and culture in the United States 

through the genre of short stories. From Hawthorne through Charlotte 

Perkins Gilman, participants we examine changes through our cultural 

history before and after the Civil War.  
 

Gunn Technology  
Thursday, November 2, 6:30pm 

iCloud  Demystified  Tech Tutor and former Apple store Specialist, 

Michael Jay, leads a workshop on this powerful feature that enables 

some of the most valuable aspects of  the Apple system. Bring iPhones, 

iPads, and/or Mac laptops and questions.  



Mark Your Calendars for The Holiday Season 

Festival of Trees 
Cocktail Party - Friday, December 1, 5– 7pm 

Suggested donation: $20 per person  

Join us for a festive evening filled with twinkling lights and 

holiday music. Beautiful and uniquely-decorated trees will be 

available for sale. Purchase a “treasure pouch” from our tree for a 

guaranteed prize, such as dinner at a local restaurant, theater 

tickets, and gift baskets. Local restaurants donate signature 

appetizers and hors d’oeuvres for the enjoyment of all who attend.  

Trees will be on display through Saturday, December 2. 

Consider decorating a tree, wreath, or filling a stocking. 

Contact SAM at 860-868-7586 or gunnstaff@biblio.org. 
 

Children’s Holiday Sale 
Cleaning your closets? Keep us in mind for good-as-new gift 

items for our quality “tag sale” for-children-only shoppers! 

Boxes, tissue paper & wrap are also sought. Youngsters love 

this annual event that allows them to purchase special gifts for 

loved ones at very reasonable prices. December 7, 8, and 9. 

Call 860-868-2310 for more information or to volunteer to 

help with this special sale. 

Don’t forget! Stop by the Library’s craft tables in Town Hall 

at Holiday in the Depot on Friday, December 8th 
 

Museum/Library New Year’s Tea Party  
Saturday, January 6,  11-1pm  

In the Wykeham Room  

Enter the Cookie Contest! 

Book Basement 
Gunn Memorial Library’s Used Book Shop 

 

 

 

 

Continually restocked with new titles to Browse & Buy! 

Open Daily during Library Hours. 

Technology & More  

  

We heard you! Over 200 of you completed our Digital Literacy survey 

and we are developing programming to help you stay informed and 

connected to this ever-changing digital world.  
 

Here are some of the  digital resources currently available to you. All 

you need is your library card! Need help? Please let us know.  
  

Wowbrary can keep you up to date on the library's most recent addi-

tions. Sign up to receive weekly emails. See our scrolling banner on 

the home page of our website to keep up on what we have added! 

 
 

 

 
 

Overdrive - Audio Books and eBooks downloadable to your eBook 

reader and mobile devices through Overdrive’s new and easy to use 

app, Libby.   
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Lynda.com is an online video learning resource offering more than 

4,000 video courses where you can learn about web/software  

development, business, photography, and more!  

 
 

 

 

 
Need help navigating our digital resources?  Meet Jessica!  

Jessica was hired over the summer to fill a  new positon as a Tech 

Reference Librarian as well as a Youth Services Librarian. She is here 

to be the point of contact for your technology questions while she 

works on building our Teen Department.  Stop in to say hello!   

Drop-in hours:  

Mondays 12-2, Tuesdays 3-5, Fridays 2-4 

 

Jessica is also teaming up with the Hickory Stick 

Bookshop to create two new programs for Teens 

(ages 12-18): 

 

Teen Writer’s Workshop – Tuesdays October 17th 

through November 14 from 6-7:30pm. Local authors 

will make guest appearances to encourage creativity through writing. 

Once a quarter, participants will have a chance to showcase their crea-

tivity by performing their work at open-mic nights at the Hickory Stick 

Bookshop.  
 

Teen Book Club– First Friday of every month starting October 6th 

from 6-7:30pm. Teens are welcome to talk books with the Gunn  

Memorial Library and the Hickory Stick Bookshop. The first selection 

is Pullman’s “The Golden Compass.” 

Gunn Readers  
 

Our informal book group meets the second Tuesday of the month 

at noon in the Wykeham Room.  Meet new friends and enjoy  

interesting discussions. Titles are chosen monthly by members 

and appeal to a diverse group of readers.  Copies of the book 

selection are available at the circulation desk.   

MUSEUM   
 

Annual Cemetery Tour - Friday, October  27 - 6:30 - 8:30pm 

Rain Date: Sunday, October 29 - 6:30 - 8:30pm 
 

New Year’s Tea Party  - Saturday, January 6,  11-1pm  

Ring in the New year with an old-fashioned tea hosted by the Museum 

and Library.  A cookie contest will be the  highlight of this year’s tea 

party.  Bring your a tea cup and enjoy our sandwiches & baked goods. 

 

Watch for the next issue of the Chronicles! 

Stairwell Gallery Exhibits  
 

Angela Liptack 

“Fabric Meditations on our Island Home”  

September 16 - October 28 

Artist Talk & Reception: October 14, 12 - 2pm 
 

Vincent Giarrano 

“Small Paintings” 

November 4 to December 9  

Reception: November 4, 12 - 2pm 
 

Raymond Kwiatkoski 

“Black & White & Color Photographs” 

December 16 - January 27 

http://www.wowbrary.org/nu.aspx?p=2316
http://bibliomation.lib.overdrive.com/1FC3DD6E-4EDC-4FB6-8F0E-F251809F5856/10/50/en/Default.htm


Enclosed is my tax deductible gift in support of 

GUNN MEMORIAL LIBRARY, Inc.  P.O. Box 1273 • Washington, CT  06793 
 

Check one:  Van Ingen Tier ($5,000 and above)      Mowbray Circle ($2,500 to $4,999)      Ex Libris Society ($1,000 to $2,499)     

Reading Room ($500 to $999)     Bibliophiles ($250 to $499)      Collectors ($100 to $249)     Friends of the Library (under $100) 
 

 Please list my/our name(s) as follows: 
 

 Name: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 Email: ___________________________________________________  Phone: ___________________________ 
 

  Please contact me about volunteer opportunities.        Please add me to your biweekly email newsletter. 

  I would like to support Gunn Memorial through my estate planning; please send information on Planned Giving.  

 I wish my gift to be anonymous.        Please send me information about Library Programs.  

Please make checks payable to Gunn Memorial Library, Inc. 

Board of Trustees 
Rod Pleasants, President; Wilson Henley, Vice President; Salvatore Sorce, Treasurer; Hilary Houldin, Secretary 

Phyllis Allen, Holly Flor, Steven Fuchs, Susan Haber, Alan Sandals, Jean Solomon 

Paul Steinmetz, Katherine Wenning, Shannon Wheeler, Jack Field, Honorary Trustee 

Jean Chapin, Executive Director 
 

Library Staff 
Martie Smolka, Circulation Supervisor; Linda Morse & Gail Scribner, Children’s Services; Jessica Zaccagnini, Tech/Ref/YA 

 Margaret Ferguson, Adult Programs; Sam Morrissey, Adult Circulation & Stairwell Gallery 

Vanessa Hammond Bookkeeping & Development; Mary Boland, Support Services; Abigail Dugan, Assistant; Alyssa Parsons, Page 
 

Museum 
Stephen Bartkus, Curator     Lisa Breese, Operations Manager  
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P.O. Box 1273 
5 Wykeham Road 
Washington, CT 06793 

Library Hours 
Monday and Friday 9:30 - 5:00 

Tuesday and Thursday 9:30 - 8:00 

Wednesday Closed 

Saturday 9:30 - 3:00 

Sunday 12 - 4 (Sept. to Nov. & April to June) 
 

Museum Hours 
Thursday, Friday & Saturday 11:00-2:00 

info@gunnhistoricalmuseum.org 
 

Telephone Numbers 
Main Library: 860-868-7586 

Junior Library: 860-868-2310 

Museum: 860-868-7756 

Fax: 860-868-7247 
 

www.gunnlibrary.org 

Gunn  
Memorial  
Library  


